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Newsletter Term 4  

Wk 10 2020 
 
 
Tuesday 15th  December 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whānau, 
 
We made it!!!  2020 is nearly behind us. While a day ticking over from the 31st 
December 2020 to the 1st January 2021 won’t necessarily change what is happening in 
the world, I do hope that it triggers a reset for us.  I do sense a huge amount of 
optimism for what 2021 will bring.  2020 has been incredible taxing on us all and we 
cannot underestimate the impact that Covid-19 has had and continues to have.   
I would like to thank the whole school community for the resilience they have shown 
and for the continued support that is shown towards the school.  When I reflect on the 
year and list the things that we did do, I am amazed.  The fact that Camps, Trips, Lamb and Calf and Pottys etc etc all 
went ahead is a credit to all that worked so hard.  In fact, I think the weather cancelled more events than Covid did. 
 
Next year we are looking forward to really launching into some of the things that we put on hold in 2020.  The main 
initiatives being... 

 Involving the community in the school 
 Involving the school in the community by engaging students in real and relevant learning experiences 
 Taking action with our learning 
 Developing our approaches to collaborative teaching and learning  
 Continue developing our approaches to teaching in Science, Mathematics and Writing 

To hear more about what we have in store for 2021-2023 keep the 4th March in your diaries.  The BoT will be 
holding an information and consultation event for the school community.  More about this closer to the time. 
 
Term dates for 2021- Please make sure you have these dates locked into your calendar.   
Term 1 
Start Wednesday 3rd February 
Waitangi Day observed Monday 8th February 
 
Easter. Good Friday 2nd April, Easter Monday 5th April and Easter Tuesday 6th April. 
Ends Friday 16th April. Our Local Curriculum. 
 
Term 2 (98 half days) 
Starts Monday 3rd May 
Teacher only day Friday 4th June. Learning progressions framework. Responding to challenging behaviour 
Queens Birthday- Monday 7th June 
Ends Friday 9th July 
 
Term 3 (100 half days) 
Starts Monday 26th July 
Teacher only day- Friday 1st October. Our local curriculum. 
Ends Friday 1st October 
 
Term 4 
Starts Monday 18th October 

Next year’s 
term dates 

here 
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Labour Day Monday 25th October 
Ends Wednesday 15th December 
 
Clear lines of communication 
As we end the year I would like to thank the community for being so open and honest in their communication with 
the school.  If you have a question or concern with learning or behaviour please remember the classroom teacher is 
the first port of call.   
I am very sorry to end the year with a wee grumble but I would strongly suggest that if you have a concern with a 
student who is not your own child, you do not take matters into your own hands and confront students at the school 
gates.  While this may seem like a natural thing to do, to address an issue head on, it does lead to children and their 
parents becoming very upset and actually creates a whole lot more problems than it solves. 
 
Merry Christmas everyone and I look forward to seeing you all back up at Pauatahanui School in the New Year. 
 
Ngā mihi 
Bradley Roberts 
 

 NOTES FROM THE OFFICE 

 
Keep on collecting the Yummy stickers for us from all the summer fruit you will be eating.  
 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year from Sue and Manuela! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 HIGH FIVE 

Teddy competed in the Waka Ama Regionals in Masterton the weekend with his Hawaikinui Tuarua Waka Ama team 
- intermediate boys and came 1st in both 500m and 500m turns. He will be heading to the Nationals in Lake Karapiro 
in January  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Last Friday’s assembly certificates went to: 

 
Toby Webster   Katelyn Exley   Pippa Petro 

Isavel Penny   Lily Lucas   Fletcher Jones 
Giarna O’Hagan  Blake Miscall   William Cross 

Zion Witana   Amelia Bailey   Grace Mischewski 
Clare Sullivan   Sebastian Saccomandi 
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TAINUI HUB 
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WHITIREIA HUB  

 
Here is some writing from our EOTC experiences. Thanks so much to all the parents who gave up their 
time to make these events happen. 
 

Year 7/8 Camp 

The ferry.  

From the outside, it looked run down, but inside it was 
like luxury. A clean glittering floor shining back at us, a 
caring crew directing us to where we need to go and a 
beautiful view into the wild ocean. Out the windows we 
could see dolphins swimming next to the boats, slicing 
through the water as if they were not breaking a sweat. 
From the decks you could see the New Zealand wildlife 
thriving from islands to the mainland, from the 
seemingly endless bushes to the untouched forests. It 
makes you realise how beautiful our country is and that 
we need to protect it. 
Connor S 
 

Year 6 EOTC Week 
 
Rain jackets on, paper in hand, we were ready to go 
out into the world. The rain stayed as a steady drizzle 
on our heads, covered by hoods. It seemed rhythmic. 
Attempting to avoid the puddles, we ran eagerly 
around the waterfront, rain not bothering us. As the 
paper disintegrated in my hand, the words were 
unreadable. I folded up the remains of the clues and 
put them in my pocket. I took in the smell of petrichor, 
a sign the rainfall was slowly reducing. The clues 
were done, we rushed eagerly into Te Papa. Still 
amazed by the familiar sights, we explored the nature 
exhibition, interacting and learning. We had a quick 
round and went back outside. The sun was shining 
and the clouds were gone. Lunch on the waterfront, 
taking in the sun. Perfect. 
Leisha  

 

 

Leavers Dinner 

 
We had a wonderful evening celebrating the end of an 
era for the year 8 students moving onto college. They 
all spoke well and shared lots of lovely memories of 
their time at Pauatahanui. We wish them all the best at 
their future endeavours at college. 
The world is yours to go forth, accept the challenges 
given, and conquer. We are so proud of you all. 
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Regional Athletics 

 
We had a small team of 4 athletes who not only represented the school but also the Parumoana Sports 
cluster at a number of events recently. 
Holly - 7th 150m sprints, relay 5th, also participated in vortex, and high jump (Year 6 girls) 
Blake - 1500m 4th, relay 4th, also participated in vortex, sprints (Year 8 boys) 
Lousia - 800m 12th (Year 6 girls) 
Jimmy - 3rd high jump (Year 7 boys) 
 

 

YMCA TERM 4 

 

Throughout Term 4 we have had 6 teams representing Pauatahanui School at Te Rauparaha Arena each 

week in the YMCA competitions. We had Volleyball and Basketball this term and it was great to have 

limited interruptions and to be able to just get on with having fun and getting a good run around at the same 

time. 

Thank you so much to our Managers for making it happen 

Amy Lucas, Kate Rixon, Cindy Christensen, Hayden Webster, Kiri Winiata and Laura Virgo 
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OUR ADVERTISERS 

 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH TO OUR LOYAL SPONSORS WHO HELP IN MANY WAYS 

PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE HERE 
office@pauatahanui.school.nz 
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